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by Christina Jesson Schave

Vast pavers interlock on a 
grid system and are unaf-
fected by salt and guaran-
teed not to crack.

Ice arena built 
‘GREEN’ friendly
Commercial project: Prior Lake, Minnesota 
Paver manufacturer: Vast Enterprises, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota

W
hen the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community (SMSC), a federally 

recongnized Indian tribe, in Prior Lake, Minnesota, decided to build a 

new 72,000-square-foot ice arena adjacent to Dakotah! Sports and Fitness, 

they wanted it to be the ultimate in sustainable spaces. In researching the 

most aesthetically pleasing, durable, green products for the project, Vast Enterprises – pro-

ducer of green building products – was contacted by the builder who was interested in Vast’s 

permeable composite pavers. 

Vast was chosen for the project for two reasons: its permeable composite pavers are 

made of 95-percent recycled car tires and plastic containers; and the pavers serve as part of 

the stormwater management system. Permeable pavers allow water to flow into the earth. 

According to Andy Vander Woude, CEO of Vast, the United States has a three-trillion-gallon 

water deficit each year. The more water allowed to filter back into the earth gradually equals 

less surface erosion and more water directed back into underground aquifers. 
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